Speaker 1:          I want to give a particular welcome to a number of [inaudible 00:00:04] at least a good few, um, in the audience this evening who haven't ever been to a political meeting before and have never been on a demonstration before. Um, but this issue is important enough to them that this has been the trigger to them getting involved, um, actively in politics, and, and welcome to you.
                    So what [00:00:30] I'm just gonna do is give a rough outline for some of the, um, important legal changes that have been proposed. I'll do that as clearly as possible, but I'm not a lawyer. So, um, and I just want to talk about some of the impacts that will have and some of the reasons it's so important that was act to influence these decisions that are being made.
                    Um, I'll give you a little idea of what I've experienced [00:01:00] in the past few weeks, um, and just a forewarning of what every woman who's spoken on this issue has experienced and what hopefully when you will be speaking on this issue, a forewarning of what you are likely to experience.
                    Um, so trans rights activists have been lobbying very hard to change two laws. One of these is extremely, extremely important to us, [00:01:30] um, and that's one I'll just talk about first. That's the Equality Act. Um, it's a very, very important piece of legislation. It brings together all of the different discrimination laws that existed before 2010, and those represent all of the individual struggles from different marginalised groups and all of gains that they have made, um, to be treated socially in law more equally.
                    So it covers [00:02:00] race, um, disability, religion, sex discrimination, and also gender identity, and it aims to protect people and groups from unfair treatment at work, for example, in education, or when using services. Um, now what it does is it recognises that different groups' experiences of diff-, of discrimination are different. Um, and so for example, disabled people are discriminated [00:02:30] against, not just by attitudes, but also the physical fact that they can be, um, that they have problems physically accessing buildings, and we need to overcome those barriers to include those people.
                    Um, and similarly for religious groups, people are prevented from carrying out certain practises that are themes central to their faith. That is discrimination. Now importantly for us, what the Equality Act has recognised is the ways that women are discriminated [00:03:00] against because of our biological sex. 
                    The second law is the Gender Recognition Act. And this is the area where trans rights activists, the trans rights lobby, have made ex-, very, very big gains and are very close to making very, very big changes. And this act sets out how legally somebody can change from being ma-male to female [00:03:30] or vice versa.
                    Now at the moment, the law says that you have to be able to show that you've lived in the opposite sex, um, uh, e-, or the opposite gender, um, for two years. You need to have two medical confirmations of gender dysphoria, and then you go to [inaudible 00:03:53] process. Once you've been in through that [inaudible 00:03:56] process, you're given a gender recognition certificate. You can then change your birth certificate [00:04:00] to say female instead of male and access sex-segregated spaces that are currently used there for women such as female dorms and backpackers' hos-hostels, hospital wards, women's prisons, and domestic violence shelters, basically spaces where women are likely to be bundled or in a state of undress.
                    Now essentially trans rights activists have been lobbying to get that entire [00:04:30] current gender recognition process gone and instead to replace that with some, with self ID or self definition where any man can be a woman just because they say they are one. No showing any evidence is involved that you have lived in that sex, like, in that gender for two years, no doctors involved, just literally a signature on a form and you [inaudible 00:04:56] legally a woman and you can access those spaces.
                    [00:05:00] Now, all of the major political part-, all of the main political parties, even the Women's Equality Party, agree to these proposed changes. Now Equality Act reflecting the fact of women as a distinct, biological group who experience particular types of discrimination and harassment on the basis of that biology, it says [00:05:30] that in circumstance-circums-, certain circumstances, trans women can be excluded from services and spaces that are reserved for women only, even when those men are legally seen as women, and they can do that when it's important for women to be able to maintain that separation, for instance when dignity and privacy is an important issue, and I would also say safety is at [00:06:00] stake.
                    And we all know why physical privacy and the exclusion of men in certain spaces and services as a, are, is important for women, and that's because men as a group of people are much more violent compared with women, much more sexually intrusive and predatory towards women. We all know that from Me Too, from the exposure of sexual harassment and abuse in media, in politics, and entertainment, in all areas of working [00:06:30] life. This is an ordinary experience for women. It's a daily hazard.

Audience:           Yes.

Speaker 1:          Abuse and the risk of it is a fact of life for women. One in five women have been sexually abused as children. The same number have experienced sexual assault or attempted sexual assault as adults compared to one in 25 men. [00:07:00] One in four women have experienced domestic abuse at the hands of men. In the last six years, 900 women have been murdered by men. That's just [inaudible 00:07:10] three women a week.
                    In the UK, male sex offenders outnumber women sex offenders by 50 to one. So for every one female sex offender, there are 50 male ones, and there are 200 women in prison for sexual offences and 12,000 men. [00:07:30] So even for those women who have never experienced sexual abuse, sexual attacks, or domestic violence, we know on an unconscious level from an early age we need to be careful around men.
                    Men have been socialised to behave in certain ways towards us, and those are the reasons that these sex-based exemptions, or some of the reasons that these sex-based exemptions which in reality protections [00:08:00] are so very important, because we have learned to be cautious throughout our lives. We have learned that we need to protect ourselves physically. We can't afford to risk being physically bundled around male strangers.
                    Now trans rights activists could say that trans women are also a threat, are also subject to violence, and that is one of the reasons they should be allowed to use the spaces segregated [00:08:30] for women. But as Steph has said, there are solutions that don't involve infringing on women's safety and women's privacy. And there are no officially collected statistics on the crime rates for trans women, none at all. 
                    But what we do know is that the set, the crime patterns of trans women at least in the area of sex offences are very, very different of that of biological [00:09:00] women, and that trans women have a conflict ion rate for sex offences that is very much higher than for biological women. And I know people don't like hearing about this, but at the very least, it is 10 to 20 times the rate of sexual offending than of women. Some of the studies suggest that for sex offenders, it is equally as high as that of males.
                    Now, just [00:09:30] like with men, of course, we are not saying by any means that all trans women are rapists or sex offenders, just the fact that they are much more likely to be than women are. And I think something that surprises people, it surprised me, was to find out that in fact the vast majority of the transgender male to females trans women don't have [inaudible 00:09:57] bottom surgery, and they [00:10:00] have no intention of changing their genitals. And many people, many, many people will say when they find that out, if you have a dick, you are not woman.
                    If you have a dick, you are a man.

Audience:           Yes!

Speaker 1:          Now, I said that the trans lobby has made huge gains towards [00:10:30] changing the Gender Recognition Act so there's no checks or processes needed to change your legal sex, but the Equality Act should, in principle, still act to keep spaces and services when necessary reserved only for biological women. And although the original Women and Equalities Committee reports on transgender equality planned and intended, um, to get rid of [00:11:00] all of the protections for women that are set out in the Equality Act, politicians are saying that they are not going to change the fact that we can keep those safe space exemptions, that we can still, where it's important for privacy, or dignity, or safety, keep our spaces separate for biological women only.
                    However, those exemptions are not being used.

Audience:           Yes.

Speaker 1:          People don't understand them, and there is [00:11:30] increasing, increasing pressure not to apply them. They're being very ... They're being eroded very, very quickly without any change to the law, so though that law exists in principle, in reality, it's becoming meaningless, like [inaudible 00:11:48], like in the new Swim England guidelines.

Audience:           Yes, yes.

Speaker 1:          More and more in domestic violence shelters.

Audience:           Yeah.

Speaker 1:          Under pressure from the trans lobby, [00:12:00] trans women moved into women's prisons on a self ID basis, women being forced to share their most intimate private spaces around effectively male naked bodies. And in the Labour Party, where anyone who self iden-, self identifies as a woman, you can sit on all women shortlists or stand as a woman's officer and claim to be a woman and speak [00:12:30] on behalf of women, and that's mad, with the current laws still in place.
                    And so there's some really obvious reasons why women are cautious and we want to be able to have a really rigorous debate with really rigorous evidence before any of these laws changed. Because we know that the system will be abused, and there are predatory men who will use any means to gaze, [00:13:00] to gain easier access to women in space when they're vulnerable if all you have to do is sign a piece of paper.
                    But we are not being allowed to talk about these facts. Trans rights activists want to stop us from speaking about reality, the real concrete material biological physical differences, and what those differences mean to socially, to us in our real lives as women. And trans rights are cam-, trans rights activists are campaigning very [00:13:30] noisily, lobbying, campaigning, bullying, threatening, manipulating to change this, and never in all of the whole of my life put together, I don't think, have I had the amount of abuse that I have had in the last few weeks.

Audience:           [inaudible 00:13:47]

Speaker 1:          And we all know the words that we've all been called. I was gonna list them, but I'm not going to. And that is by people who I know, people who I have worked with, people younger than my daughter, [00:14:00] and that is not okay.

Audience:           No. [inaudible 00:14:03]

Speaker 1:          And it's wrong, and we know this is wrong, and the evidence backs up how we feel about this. And we can't allow these laws to be changed knowing that every aspect of these changes potentially impacts negatively on women and allows laws to change with no evidence presented, no discussion, no debout-, no debate [00:14:30] allowed to take place. And I know that many, many other women feel the same way very strongly that women and girls should not be forced to give up their right to privacy and dignity, strongly that the word woman means something, that it belongs to us.

Audience:           Woo!

Speaker 1:          And if its [00:15:00] meaning is taken away, there will be no way to talk about us, and our experiences, and the difficulties and risks that we as women face, and how and why we need to change them. We need to maintain reality. And we can only do that if we get our voices heard by normal, everyday women, women who already know that people with dicks are not women.

Audience:           Woo! Woo!

Speaker 1:          And [00:15:30] we can see the stupidity and dangers of pretending they are, so we need to overcome this sideline and the silencing that we are facing. We know that people are gonna bully us, insult us, undermine us, threaten us, or even inflict violence against us. We need to enforce and strengthen the sex-based exemptions, and I can see with the new faces in the audience, [00:16:00] the many who've never been to a political meeting before, that every single time each one of us is speaking up, even with shaky voices, even in fear, we see more and more women speaking up and standing up beside us. And I think that no matter what it takes, we will be heard.

Audience:           Yeah. Woo! 